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Lamartine

consort of Vishnu, and the goddess of fort-
une and beauty; generally represented in
#old, seated upon a lotus. She is mother of
Kama, the Hindu God of love.

Lalande, Joseph Jerome le Fran$ais d'e
(1732-1807)), French astromoner, was born
in Bourg. His observations of 50,000 stars,
given in Histoire celeste jrancaise (1801),
proved invaluable, and he wrote several suc-
cessful popular works. The Lalande Prize
was instituted by him in 1802, to reward the
chief astronomical performance of each year.

Lalemant, Gabriel (1610-49), French
Jesuit missionary, nephew of Jerome Lale-
mant, was active in the religious history of
early Canada. He went to that country in
1646; took charge of the Huron mission
(1648); was captured by the Indians in the
village of St. Louis, and put to death with
torture.

Lalemant, Jerome (1593-1673), French
Jesuit missionary, taught in Jesuit schools
in France, and in 1638 was sent to Canada.
He worked among the Hurons; was superior
of the missions in New France in 1645-50,
and in 1647 became vicar-general of the
French possessions. To this office he was re-
appointed in 1659.

Lalita-Vistara, one of the nine principal
religious works of the Buddhists, containing
the life and doctrines of the Buddha S'aky-
amuni. An English translation has been made
from the Sanskrit text, and a French one
from the Tibetan.

Lama.   See Llama.

Lamaism, a form of Buddhism professed
by the Tartar aces of Tibet, Mongolia, Man-
churia, and Northern Nepal. It was intro-
duced into Tibet in the 7th century but made
little headway until the following century
(about 750 A.D.). Buddha is accepted as an
incarnation of the divine essence and this ac-
ceptance has resulted in the establishment in
Tibet of a hierarchy headed by the Dalai
Lama ('sea of wisdom'), whose judgment is
supreme. The pontiff is established at Lhas-
sa, the capital of Tibet and until recently a
forbidden city to the European. A Grand
Lama, it is held, does not die, but from time
to time, he lays aside his human envelope and
is rejuvenated. New 'living Buddhas' are al-
ways sought for and discovered in Tibet, the
choice usually falling on a boy between four
and five years of age, amenable to the train-
ing required. Encouragement of celibacy led
to the foundation of the lamaseries through-
out the countries which acknowledge the
creed. These monasteries, many largely en- I

dowed and some capable of housing 30,000
individuals, are the churches, colleges,
schools, and hospitals of the people, the re-
sort of pilgrims, and the repositories of Lam-
aesque arts, science, and literature. For
many years the Dalai Lama was the tem-
poral as well as spiritual head in Tibet; but
in 1910 Chinese troops occupied Lhassa, and
the Dalai Lama fled to India. See BUD-
DHISM; TIBET; LHASSA. Consult Waddell's
Buddhism of Tibet.
Lamar, Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus,
2d (1826-93), American statesman, was born
in Putnam co., Ga. He was prominent in
the Secession movement, and entered the
Confederate army as lieutenant-colonel, serv-
ing with the Army of Northern Virginia and
taking part in many engagements. He was
elected in 1872 to Congress, was re-elected in
1874, and led the newly reorganized Demo-
cratic Party in the House until 1877, when
he entered the Senate. He was Secretary of
the Interior under President Cleveland from
1885 to 1888, when he was made an associ-
ate justice of the U. S. Supreme Court.
Lamarck, Jean Baptiste Pierre Antoine
de Monnet, Chevalier de (1744-1829), a
French naturalist and evolutionist, and the
ablest precursor of Darwin, was born at
Barentin. While working in a banker's office
in Paris he wrote his Flore Fran$aise (1778).
In 1788 he became custodian of the herb-
arium of the Jardin du Roi, and later was
associated with this garden as a professor of
zoology, a post he held for 25 years. In 1809
he published his famous Philosophic Zoolog-
ique, and between 1815 and 1822 he pub-
lished the seven volumes of his Histoire des
Animaux sans Vertebres. Lamarck was also
a voluminous writer on other scientific sub-
jects. See Haeckel's Die Naturanschauung
von Darwin, Gothe, und Lamarck (1882);
Perrier's Lamarck et le Transformisme Act-
uel (1893), and Packard's Lamarck the
Founder of Evolution, etc. (1901).
Lamartine, Alphonse Marie Louis de
Prat de (1790-1869), French poet, was born
at Macon. In his 3oth year Lamartine pub-
lished his first volume of poetry, Premieres
Meditations Poitiques (1820) ,/which achieved
an immediate success. In 1823 and 1825 La-
martine published three more volumes, Nou-
vettes Meditations Poetiques (1823), La
Mort de Socrate, and Le Dernier Chant de
Childe-Harold (1825), the last of whiph pro-
claims clearly enough whence Lamartine drew
his first inspiration in poetry. In 1829 he was
elected a member of the Academy. In 1830